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Primary Objectives
• Predictors of (negative) attitudes toward immigrants and immigration 

in U.S. versus Canada during pandemic 

• Forms of national attachment

o Patriotism

o Nationalism

o COVID-related nationalism

• Threats

o Economic

o Health-related



Survey Conducted in Canada and the United States

• Representative survey on various aspects of attitudes and opinions 
about the pandemic

• Conducted in Canada (N = 2110) and the U.S. (N = 2124) in August 
2020 

• Probability sample of adult residents selected on the basis of age, 
gender, and region

• Provided in official languages



Predictions: 
Attitudes toward Immigrants and Immigration

• Forms of national attachment

o Patriotism: e.g., “I am proud to be Canadian/American” 

– Mixed previous results; country-level differences in predicting 
attitudes? 

o Nationalism: e.g., “In view of Canadians’/Americans’ moral superiority, 
it is only right that we should have a big say in deciding United Nations 
policy” 

– Reliably predicts more negative attitudes



Predictions: 
Attitudes toward Immigrants and Immigration

• Forms of national attachment (cont.)

o COVID-related Nationalism: “The fight against COVID-19 in other  
countries is their problem, not ours” 

– Expected to predict more negative attitudes



Predictions: 
Attitudes toward Immigrants and Immigration

• Threats:

o Economic: Effect on the Canadian/American economy; Effect on your 
personal financial situation 

– Reliably predicts more negative attitudes at national level; results are 
more mixed at individual level

o Health-related: Threat to health of Canadian/American population as a 
whole; Risk to you or your family 

– Some evidence that threat of disease predicts more negative attitudes



Predicting Attitudes toward Immigration
(higher number = more negative attitudes)

Canada United States

Level of 
immigration

Too much 
immigration

Level of 
immigration

Too much 
immigration

Patriotism -0.02 -0.06** 0.07 0.18**

Nationalism 0.06 0.21** 0.09** 0.25**
COVID-related 
Nationalism

0.20** 0.37** 0.10** 0.34**

Personal economic 
threat

0.06 0.11** 0.06 0.02

National economic 
threat

0.08** 0.09** -0.05 -0.05

Personal health 
threat

0.07 0.03 -0.05 0.04

National health 
threat

-0.10** -0.07** -0.11** -0.11**

R2 .08** .28** .10** .41**
Level of immigration: too few, right number, too many; Too much immigration: strongly disagree – strongly agree 



Predicting Attitudes toward Immigration from Different Regions of the World:
Canada (higher number = let more in)

USA Europe Africa Asia Latin 
America

Middle East

Patriotism 0.02 0.02 0.05 0.04 0.02 0.08**
Nationalism -0.09** -0.10** -0.17** -0.17** -0.14** -0.17**
COVID-related 
Nationalism

-0.03 -0.07** -0.23** -0.21** -0.19** -0.27**

Personal 
economic threat

-0.10** -0.11** -0.01 -0.07** -0.08** -0.05

National 
economic threat

0.06 0.06 -0.05 -0.02 -0.03 -0.08**

Personal 
health threat

-0.07 -0.07 -0.06 -0.04 -0.06 -0.03

National 
health threat

-0.01 0.04 0.06 0.04 0.07 0.05

R2 .04** .06** .14** .13** .11** .19**

Should people from different regions of the world be allowed to come and live here: allow none, a few, some or many to 
come and live here 



Canada Europe Africa Asia Latin 
America

Middle East

Patriotism 0.03 -0.02 -0.07 -0.05 -0.04 -0.09**
Nationalism -0.14** -0.16** -0.16** -0.19** -0.17** -0.16**
COVID-related 
Nationalism

-0.17** -0.18** -0.20** -0.18** -0.18** -0.18**

Personal 
economic threat

0.00 0.01 0.02 -0.01 0.01 0.00

National 
economic threat

0.04 0.05 0.02 0.03 0.05 -0.01

Personal 
health threat

-0.01 0.01 0.05 0.02 0.05 0.05

National 
health threat

0.13** 0.07 0.05 0.07 0.05 0.09**

R2 .11** .13** .16** .15** .14** .17**

Should people from different regions of the world be allowed to come and live here: allow none, a few, some or many to 
come and live here 

Predicting Attitudes toward Immigration from Different Regions of the World: 
USA (higher number = let more in)



Predicting Attitudes toward Immigrants
(higher number = more positive attitude)

Canada United States

Competence Warmth Competence Warmth
Patriotism -0.04 -0.07** -0.14** -0.11**

Nationalism -0.11** -0.03 -0.16** -0.12**

COVID-related 
Nationalism

-0.23** -0.23** -0.13** -0.15**

Personal economic 
threat

-0.04 -0.02 0.02 0.04

National economic 
threat

-0.06 -0.07** 0.03 0.03

Personal health threat -0.01 -0.03 0.01 0.04

National health threat 0.11** 0.07** 0.16** 0.14**

R2 .32** .25** .22** .22**

Competence: competent, capable; Warmth: good-natured, warm 



Predicting Attitudes toward Immigrants
(higher number = more negative attitude)

Canada United States

Values Disease Zero-sum 
beliefs

Values Disease Zero-sum 
beliefs

Patriotism -0.04 0.02 0.00 0.22** 0.08** 0.05

Nationalism 0.17** 0.26** 0.25** 0.24** 0.34** 0.31**
COVID-related 
Nationalism

0.35** 0.43** 0.46** 0.29** 0.43** 0.50**

Personal 
economic threat

0.05 0.10** 0.08** 0.03 0.04 0.04

National 
economic threat

0.15** 0.01 0.06 -0.02 -0.06** -0.04

Personal health 
threat

-0.02 0.10** 0.04 0.01 0.07** 0.04

National health 
threat

-0.02 0.01 -0.03 -0.15** 0.02 -0.03

R2 .26** .35** .37** .42** .49** .53**
Values: Too many immigrants not adopting Canadian/American values;  Immigrants bring in disease; Zero-sum 
thinking about treatment of immigrants in the context of COVID-19 wrt health care and employment



Some Noteworthy Findings

• Country level differences:
o Patriotism

o Economic threat

• Strength of prediction for COVID-related nationalism

• Somewhat surprising prediction for National health threat



Some Room for Optimism



Some Room for Optimism
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